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be treason for the future. But God keep me from giving
judgment of death on any man upon a law made a posteriori.
Let the mark be set on the door where the plague is, and
then let him that will enter, die. I believe his practices in
themselves as high, as tyrannical, as any subject ever ventured
on; and the malignity of them largely aggravated by those
rare abilities of his, whereof God has given him the use, but
the devil the application. In one word, I believe him to be
still that grand apostate to the Commonwealth, who must
not expect to be pardoned in this world till he be despatched
to the other. And yet let me tell you, Mr, Speaker, my
hand must not lie to that despatch." Apart from Baxter,
however, there is no evidence that Falkland associated him-
self with Digby on this question. On the contrary he voted
and spoke against him. But pitiless as he was towards the
man whom he regarded as a traitor both to his country and
his King, he was characteristically compassionate towards
the innocent children who were barbarously involved in the
penalties of their father's crime. " Seeing Lord Strafford's
children proceeded as well from his innocent wife as his own
guilty person, 'tis better they should be spared in their estates
for the innocents' sake than punished for the guilty."

As to Falkland's attitude towards Strafford there can
therefore be no reasonable doubt. He, pursued him to his
death with a relentlessness almost as keen as that of Pym.
Does his conduct arouse a sense of incongruity? Within
twelve months Falkland was to become the confidential ad-
viser of the Sovereign whom Strafford died to save. Does
the fact raise a jarring note in the perfect harmony of Falk-
land's character and career? Strafford himself, be it re-
membered, had taken office under the Crown less than four
months after the death of Buckingham against whose em-
ployment he had protested so loudly. But a parallel does not
afford an explanation, still less an excuse. Is there in theose and in-
